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Tt was with great pleasure that T heard read oub
to me a chanmng Sanskrib poem composed by the
well-known poet, Pandit Chamarajanagar Rama Sastri.
The poem is in the form of a dialogue between Ravana
and Sita. TFach verse has two meanings—one plain
and the other hidden. The emthets which Ravana
ig made to use eithor in praise of himself or in dispar-
agement of Rama are such as give a confrary mea-
ning by the addition, removal or substitution of a
letter. The change to be made is very ingeniously
indicated in the libsij line of each verse containing
Sita's roply which oulwardly expresses in a natural
manner her indignation. It is gratilying to note that
though the poet writes under sell-imposed restrictions
his verses are simoobh and olegant. The poem bears
ample teslimony not only to the poetical skill and
ingenuity of the aubhor bub also to the singular Aexi-
bility of the Sanglyit Language. I irugh thab the
work will be duly appreciatod.

Mysors, } R. NARASTMHACHAR,

10th Pebruary 1899, Government Translator,
Education Department.
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Pandit Chamurajanagars R Sastil s w well-
kinown Sanskrit witer in Mysore and L composi-
prons in prose and verse are marked with chasteness
of style, lucidity of oxpression, and accuracy of
thought. A poewm on which he has worked long dui-
ing the best portion of his life and bestowed much
care and trouble 18 known by the pame of Sith-Kava-
na-Sanivida-ihart and has been recenlly published n
Mysore. The work bears the mnpress of the author's
mastery of Sanskrit and skillin handling the language.
The poem purports to be & dialogue between Iiaana
and Sitd and consists of 108 verses.  Tu the first thice
lines of every one of these verses—oxcopl the few in-
troductory ones—Rdvana extols hiy own bravery or
speaks ightly of Rama, and thenin the lust Line, Sita,
m reply, chides him m nghleous indignation,  Sita’s
toply, covertly suggests the addition, omission, or
substitubion of a letter or word in Ribvana’s statcinent
which converts his sell-prawse mto o raillery against
himself. Such a feat of style is possibleonly i a
floxible language like Sanskrit, rvich in vocabulary,
aud handled by a skilful writer like onr anthor,
Notwithstanding the restriction nnder which he has
written, the style of the poent is Howing and embodiey
no lar-fetched ideas. I forvently wish that Sanshrit
students and scholars will accord to the work thai
cordial and enthusiastic veception which it su richly
deserves. ‘

Mysong, ) A MALADEVA SASTRI,
b Novs 1005, § Curator, Goel, Orientul Library,
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